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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE SPACE SCIENCES 
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by 

Forrest Mozer 

My purpose is to explain how it happened that, in its 
50 years of existence, the Space Sciences Laboratory 
at Berkeley has risen to be the premier academic 
institution in the world for atmospheric, ionospheric, 
auroral, magnetospheric, planetary, interplanetary, 
solar, astrophysics and cosmology research. 

“The first qualification for a historian is to have no ability to invent” - Stendhal 
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“Physics is like sex: sure, it may give some practical results, but that’s not why we do it.”   
Richard Feynman 
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“Research!!  A mere excuse for idleness; it has never achieved, and will never achieve any 
results of the slightest value.”  -  Benjamin Jowett, British theologian (1817-1893) 
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Sam Silver was the driving force behind the establishment of the early 
facilities because he argued that he did not wish to be Director of a Lab 
whose main function was processing paperwork for grants and contracts. 
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Sam Silver – First 
director of SSL 

George Miller – 
Congressman  

Roger Heyns – 
Chancellor (This is NOT 
Stuart Bale) 

Clark Kerr – President of 
UC (Hounded by State 
Unamerican Activities 
Committee and fired by 
Ronald Reagan) 

James Webb – NASA 
Administrator 
(Responsible for 
managing Apollo 
program and involving 
universities in space 
program  
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“Astronomers say the universe is finite, which is a comforting thought for those people who 
can’t remember where they leave things.”  -  Woody Allen 
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“The reason that every major university maintains a department of physics is that it’s 
cheaper than institutionalizing all those people.” 
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43 SENIOR FELLOWS 

(11 + ?) CURRENT FACULTY 

19 CURRENTLY AT SSL 
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“Math illiteracy strikes 8 out of every 5 people.” 
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There have been no failures of any Berkeley instruments   
on launch.  All instruments have been delivered within the 
(expanded) schedules and within the (expanded) costs. 

“Crash programs fail because they are based on the theory that, with nine women pregnant, 
you can get a baby in a month.”  -  Wernher von Braun 



40 

CONCLUSION 
In terms of the breadth and depth of its research in atmospheric 
physics/space physics/astrophysics/cosmology, the number of 
missions, the number and quality of its graduates, and its role in 
the education of scientists and engineers, the Space Sciences 
Laboratory at Berkeley is the premier institution of its kind in the 
world. 

“Sometimes I think we’re alone in the universe, and sometimes I think we’re not.  In either 
case, the idea is quite staggering.”  -  Arthur C. Clarke 


