Announcement of Opportunity

University of California, Berkeley: Space Sciences Laboratory

Technology Development Program

The University of California, Berkeley, Space Sciences Laboratory (SSL) plans to support 1-year grants to fund technology development and implementation projects in space-related areas such as Astrophysics, Space Physics, Earth and Planetary Science, Astrobiology, and Space Engineering.  Proposals are limited to two pages of text, not counting the budget and ancillary items, and should be submitted electronically (if possible).

This program is open to all Faculty and Professional Researchers at UC Berkeley. The research should involve SSL. The primary goal is to provide "seed money" for innovative ideas that have the potential to lead to significant external funding on 1-2 year timescales. Strong preference will be given to projects that primarily utilize SSL technical staff (engineering, technician, machine shop). The selection of proposals will be conducted by a panel of individuals from SSL and campus, with the assistance of outside written reviews. 

Proposals will be evaluated using the following criteria:

1. Innovative aspects and potential for external funding.

2. Quality of the proposed research.

3. Utilization of SSL technical staff.

4. Relation to space research.

5. Involvement of the Space Sciences Laboratory

TIME PERIOD: 1 year, with goal of funding beginning September 1, 2005. 

DUE DATE: PROPOSALS ARE DUE BY 5:00 PM August 15, 2005.  

Proposers are strongly encouraged to contact Ralph Anderson by August 8, 2005 to discuss the scope of the proposed research, and potential utilization of SSL technical staff.

Please use the following email address to submit proposals: 

proposals@ssl.berkeley.edu
If the proposal cannot be submitted by email, please send hardcopy to:


Ralph Anderson


Space Sciences Laboratory


University of California, Berkeley


7 Gauss Way

Berkeley, CA   94720-7450

BUDGET LIMIT: A total of $600,000 is available.  It is expected that a typical award will be 

~$50-$80K. Smaller grants will be considered as well.
PROPOSAL FORMAT

1. Title page:

· Title of Proposal

· Amount Requested

· Principal Investigator and Other Personnel

2. List of two suggested referees with addresses and phone numbers

3. Abstract

4. Text (2 single-spaced pages maximum)

5. SSL technical staff requirements
6. Biographical sketch of PI/project manager

7. Current and pending research support

8. Budget:

· Salaries (list name and title)
· Employee benefits
· Supplies
· Equipment
· Travel (not normally funded)
· Computer (equipment not normally funded)
Note: Indirect costs (overhead) do not apply to these funds.  Use current University of California salary and employee benefits rates. 

Proposals should be submitted electronically as an email attachment in PDF format to proposals@ssl.berkeley.edu.  Please contact Ralph Anderson [2-1520; ralpha@ssl.berkeley.edu] if you have questions about the PDF format.  We will contact you for assistance if we encounter problems with your format.

